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2024 National 
Teacher of the Year
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“�The reality is that the 
journey toward wisdom 
in any career, especially 
in education, has to be 
slow and steady.”



Joyce Abbott  
Retired educator,  
School District of Philadelphia 
and namesake for the award-
winning “Abbott Elementary”
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“�A lot of times they are 
dependent upon you 
to teach them in every 
aspect of their life.  
When you understand 
the community, you  
can serve.”
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Eric Jones  
Longtime educator
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“�You’ve got to love 
teaching; you’ve got to 
love the kids; and you’ve 
really got to want to do 
it. Almost, dare I say, in 
your blood.”
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